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Interim Assessment Overview

• What is the science interim assessment

• Implementation of the science interim assessment

• Use of the interim assessment in assessment 
system

• Reporting Information

• Bringing the science interim assessment to your 
district

• Key Takeaways



The Science Interim Assessment

• No cost to LEAs

• To support the vision and keys shifts of NGSS, this assessment will 
have students apply knowledge and skills to topic specific, 3-
dimensional, phenomenon-based items.

• The assessment uses the current Cambium Assessment portal 
where science teachers in grades 3-11 assign questions that are 
aligned to the content taught at that grade level.

• The reporting data and its use will inform teachers for future 
instruction while students can use it for reflection and growth of 
their current knowledge and skills.

• The bank continues grow and currently includes:
14 ELEM PEs / 20 MS PEs / 20 PEs Each PE = 1 cluster item type



Implementation of the Science Interim 
Assessment

• Any teacher of science in grades 3 – 11 can 
implement the assessment.

• Teachers of grades 3-5 will have access to specific 
grade level test items.

• Teachers 6-8 and 9-11 will have access to items 
aligned to the standards that align with that grade-
band.



Use of the Interim Assessment

• The interim assessments can be administered at the end of 
units or quarterly to inform student mastery of content 
learned.

• RIDE recommends that teachers consider administering 
items aligned to specific units of instruction as a pre and 
post-tests.

• Teachers may also review completed test items with 
students using the item rubrics as a tool for learning.

• Results can be examined with other teachers and leaders 
within the same district to support targeted approaches for 
improvement.



Reporting Information

Sample Student

Breakdown of student performance by scoring assertion

Scoring assertions indicate specific student performances included in an interim assessment item. 



Looking for Misconceptions and Areas for Improvement

Use PE to know what 
practices and core 
ideas are being 
assessed

Use the scoring 
assertions to 
understand where 
additional support is 
needed



Bringing the Science Interim 
Assessment to Your District

• LEA District/Charter Leader completes application

• Agrees to participation assurances

• RIDE to hold virtual test administrator and teacher training sessions and 
provide nightly data feed to Cambium Assessment

• School test admins login to TIDE via ri.portal.com and create rosters for 
science teachers in their building

• Teachers sign-in to the portal and assign items as needed

• Students can have the same accommodations in place as they would for 
the state summative NGSA



Key Takeaways to Learning About 
Interim Assessment in Science
• Use the assessment items for quick formative checks on student 

proficiency toward NGSS science performance expectations.

• Inform future instructional strategies to differentiate instruction.

• Teachers gain insight to 3-dimensional NGSS design.

• Students interact with equitable assessment items to 
demonstrate what they know and can do.

• Students become familiar with NGSA assessment items and the 
platform.

Workshop sessions will be offered to teachers 
and district coordinators in August and 
September



Apply here

Thank you!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsq6BYAQXARg3t3UaOesux-JnJob4_wK-JCcV0aSt_4EJBjQ/viewform

